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of Senator Douglas.   Douglas himself was returned with difficulty to his seat in the senate, and his canvas for re-election had arrested the attention of the whole country.   The republicans of Illinois had formally announced that their candidate for the senate would be Abraham Lincoln, a man whose extraordinary native sagacity, insight, and capacity for debate had slowly won for him great prominence in the state, first as a whig, afterwards as an anti-Nebraska man and republican.   Lincoln and Douglas "took the stump" together, and the great debates between them which ensued both won for Lincoln a national reputation and defined the issues of the party struggle as perhaps nothing less dramatic could have defined them.   In Lincoln's mind those issues were clear-cut enough.    "A house divided against itself," he declared   "cannot stand.   I believe this government cannot endure half slave and half free.   I do not expect the house to fall, but I expect it will cease to be divided.   It will become all one thing or all the other. ^   He forced Douglas upon the dilemma created for him by the Dred-Scott decision. What became of the doctrine of popular sovereignty if the people of the territories could not interfere with slavery until they came to frame a state constitution?   Slavery could not exist, replied Douglas, without local legislation to sustain it; unfriendly legislation would hamper and kill it almost as effectually as positive prohibition.   An inferior legislature certainly cannot do what it is not within the power of congress to accomplish, was Lincoln's rejoinder The state elections went for the democrats, and Mr. Douglas was returned to the senate; but Lincoln had made him an impossible presidential candidate for the Southern democrats in I860 by forcing him to deny to the South the full benefits of the Dred-Scott decision.**
JOHN BROWN S HMD
The news flashed over the wires from Virginia on the morning of October
17th, 1859, caused a cry of horror to go up from every section of the union.
A small army of abolitionists and free negroes, the report said, had raised
the standard of revolt in the Old Dominion and seized the federal arsenal at
Harper's Ferry.   'The slaves of Virginia, according to the report, were rising
against their masters and flocking to the standard of freedom.   At the North
the news created the most intense excitement.  Throughout the South the awful
thought that a slave insurrection, so long feared and so fearfully dreaded,
had at length come, produced a panic.    Excited imaginations pictured the
devastation of property and homes, the nameless horrors to which the women
and children would be subjected, the destruction indeed of the whole structure
. of Southern society. -The early reports proved to be greatly exaggerated.
John Brown, known already for his bloody exploits in the free-state cause in
Kansas, had entered the village of Harper's Ferry on the night of October
16th with a score of followers, including four of his own sons; had there seized
the United States arsenal, and had made prisoners of the guards and several
citizens who had fallen into his hands.   The slaves, even in the immediate
neighbourhood were apparently ignorant of his intentions, and remained
quietly on their plantations.   At daybreak the country people and villagers
had risen and compelled him to shut himself and his companions up inj^e
armory.   In the desultory firing several had been killed on either side.   The
arrival of a militia company from Charlestown, and a detachment of United
States marines under Colonel Robert E. Lee, rendered the retreat of Brown
impossible, and he retired to the engine-house in the armory yard, where he
prepared to sell his life dearly.   The next morning Lee's marines batteredn, the American minister to Mexico who negotiated the settlement, was scarcely fit for cultivation. But at the North the acquisition was generally accepted as an indication of the steadily growing forceiness trip, he was there kidnapped and carried on
